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To  the  Bideford  Borough  Council 


Public  Health  Department, 
8,  Cooper  Street, 
Bideford. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  H.  Mervyn  Thomas,  your  late  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  who  resigned  in  May,  1965,  before  details  for  this 
report  were  available,  I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1964.  The  vital  statistics  etc.  are  included 
without  comment. 

I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  Dr.  Thomas’ 
co-operation  and  to  thank  all  members  and  officials  of  the  Cor- 
poration and  the  staff  in  my  office  for  their  help  and  consideration. 


I am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Alderman  and  Councillors, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  T.  NETTING. 


December,  1965. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  4,068  acres 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate)  10,820 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  3,440 

Rateable  Value  £319,398 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £1,250  approx. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births  { Legitimate  Males  79  Females  74 

( Illegitimate  Males  4 Females  4 161 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 15.3 

Still  Births  j Legitimate  Males  4 Females  1 

( Illegitimate  Males  Nil  Females  Nil  5 

Deaths  of  Infants  : Between  4 months  and  1 year  of  age  3 

Under  1 week  of  age  2 5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  31 

Total  Deaths — Males  78  Females  90  168 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population....  15.5 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

Whooping  Cough  

Measles  

1 

1 

....  166 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE 

Adoptive  Public  General  Acts 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  . . 

15th  June,  1893 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — 
Parts  2 (except  Sec.  29).  Parts  3,  4 and  6 
Parts  7 (except  Secs.  82,  84,  85,  and  86) 
Parts  8,  9 and  Part  10  (except  Sec.  94) 

April,  1909 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Part  2 (except  sections 

21  and  22)  

1st  January,  1926 
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BYELAWS 


With  respect  to  Markets  . . 

With  respect  to  the  Driving  of  Cattle 

With  respect  to  the  Obstruction  of  Foot- 
passengers 

For  the  navigation  of  the  River  Torridge  within 
the  Harbour  of  Bideford 

With  respect  to  the  Lighting  of  Vehicles 

With  respect  to  the  disturbance  of  persons 
assembled  in  public  buildings,  shooting- 
galleries,  round-abouts,  etc.,  street  music  and 
bad  language 

Prohibiting  Spitting  in  Public  Places 

With  respect  to  the  Victoria  Park  Pleasure- 
Ground 

With  respect  to  New  Streets 

With  respect  to  the  Management  of  the  Public 
Cemetery  (Repealed  in  Part) 

Regulating  the  use  of  Motor  Boats  within  the 
Harbour 

Relating  to  Violent  Behaviour  on  Elementary 
School  Premises 

For  the  Regulation  of  Advertisements 

With  respect  to  the  Decent  Conduct  of  Persons 
using  Public  Sanitary  Conveniences 

With  respect  to  : — 

(1)  Nuisance  contrary  to  Public  Decency  . . 

(2)  Deposit  of  litter  to  the  Detriment  of 
Public  Amenities 

(3)  Wireless,  Loudspeakers,  Gramophones, 

etc 

For  securing  the  observance  of  Sanitary  and 
Cleanly  Conditions  and  Practices  in  connec- 
tion with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery 
of  food 


16th  February,  1882 
5th  March,  1888 

8th  August,  1892 

4th  July,  1894 
11th  November,  1899 


25th  June,  1900 
31st  January,  1911 

18th  January,  1913 
10th  July,  1928 

18th  August,  1930 
and  12th  June,  1947 

17th  August,  1931 

1st  April,  1951 
3rd  December,  1939 

1st  April,  1937 


1st  February,  1937 


15th  November,  1950 
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With  respect  to  the  supply  of  water 

Sale  of  Contraceptives  in  Slot  Machines 

Prohibiting  cycling  on  certain  footpaths 

With  respect  to  Victoria  Park 

With  respect  to  the  Fouling  of  Footpaths  by 
Dogs 

With  respect  to  Library,  Reading  Room  and 
Museum 

With  respect  to  Cycling  on  the  Riverbank 

With  respect  to  Building  Byelaws 

As  Amended  and  Extended,  relating  to  Thermal 
Insulation  of  Buildings,  Flue-pipes  Generally 
and  Smoke  Prevention 

For  the  prevention  and  suppression  of  nuisances 
with  respect  to  : 1,  Loading  of  Vehicles  ; 2, 
Deposit  of  Mud  on  Highways  ; 3,  Noisy 
Animals  ; 4,  Preservation  of  Road  Margins 
laid  out  for  Ornamental  Purposes 

With  respect  to  the  Open  Space  at  Old  Town.  .. 


1st  April,  1951 
18th  January,  1950 
1st  April,  1951 
1st  February,  1953 

15th  June,  1953 

18th  September,  1953 
9th  November,  1953 
31st  December,  1953 

1st  July,  1961 


1st  July,  1957 
1st  August,  1963 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector 

GENERAL  COMMENTS 


Early  in  the  year  the  staff  of  the  Department  was  increased  by  the 
appointment  of  a second  additional  public  health  inspector.  A lessening 
of  the  burden  on  existing  inspectorial  staff  was  much  appreciated  and 
the  opportunity  of  attacking  the  back  log  of  routine  work  was  quickly 
grasped.  It  soon  became  clear,  however,  that  the  onerous  duty  of  meat 
inspection  was  to  grow  heavier  rather  than  lighter  and,  although  the 
carcases  and  edible  offals  of  all  animals  slaughtered  were  inspected, 
the  increase  in  throughput  and  the  long  hours  of  slaughter  commencing 
very  early  in  the  morning  precluded  the  implementation  of  the  complete 
examination  as  is  set  out  in  Part  II  of  Schedule  I of  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations  1963. 

1964  was  not  to  pass  without  new  legislation  coming  into  operation, 
further  increasing  the  work  and  responsibility  of  the  Public  Health 
Department.  Probably  the  most  important  of  these  new  measures  was 
the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  which  extends  to  office  and 
shop  workers  conditions  of  health,  safety  and  welfare  similar  to  those 
enjoyed  for  many  years  by  factory  workers.  The  Act  came  into  force 
on  1st  August,  1964,  by  which  time  all  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  employing  persons  for  over  twenty-one  hours  per  week  should 
have  been  registered.  In  fact,  only  1 60  were  registered  by  that  date  and  a 
further  29  by  the  end  of  the  year.  To  achieve  the  desired  conditions  the 
Minister  of  Labour  is  empowered  to  make  regulations,  and  to  date  the 
following  Orders  have  been  made  and  came  into  operation  on  the  dates 
as  shown  : — 


1st  May,  1964 

1 st  August,  1 964 
1st  December,  1964 


1st  January,  1966 
1st  January,  1966 


Registration  of  all  premises  before 
31st  July,  1964. 

Prescribed  Dangerous  Machines  Order 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
First  Aid  Order  1964  (except  Article 
4 which  comes  into  operation  on 
1st  September  1965) 

Washing  Facilities  Regulations  1964 
The  Sanitary  Conveniences  Regula- 
tions 1964 
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A new  Housing  Act  also  came  into  force  during  the  year  and  gave 
the  Local  Authority  power  to  inspect  their  district  and  declare  certain 
areas  to  be  “ Improvement  Areas.”  Changes  were  introduced  in  the 
arrangements  relating  to  discretionary  and  standard  grants. 


Housing 

In  accordance  with  the  Council’s  decision  no  inspections  in  connec- 
tion with  Clearance  Area  work  were  undertaken.  The  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  held  a Public  Inquiry  into  the  Council’s  proposals 
for  compulsory  purchase  of  the  Honestone  Street,  Pimlico  and  Providence 
Row  clearance  area  on  the  21st  January,  1964,  and  subsequently  con- 
firmed the  Order,  and  rehousing  of  the  occupants  of  the  houses  was 
commenced.  The  last  occupant  of  the  Willett  Street  Area  was  housed 
and  plans  were  initiated  to  secure  demolition  of  the  properties  and 
clearance  of  the  site. 

One  individual  unfit  house  was  demolished  by  the  Council,  an  under- 
taking by  the  owner  not  to  re-let  one  other  was  accepted,  and  one  further 
house  was  closed. 

An  undertaking  previously  given  in  connection  with  one  house 
was  cancelled  upon  the  premises  being  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation. 


Improvement  Grants 

Work  under  this  heading  is  summarized  as  follows  : — 
Discretionary  Grants 

Number  of  applications  received  12 

Number  of  applications  approved  ....  10 

Estimated  value  of  work  approved  ....  £2,643  1 1s.  Od. 

Both  of  the  two  remaining  applications 
were  not  proceeded  with. 


Standard  Grants 

Number  of  applications  received  9 

Number  of  applications  approved 7 

Number  of  applications  refused  1 

Number  of  applications  not  proceeded  with  1 
Estimated  maximum  value  of  work 

approved  £1,229  8s.  4d. 
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The  1961  Census  indicated  that  there  were  918  houses  without  a 
hot  water  tap  and  833  without  a fixed  bath,  representing  27%  and  24.59% 
of  the  total  number  of  dwellings  with  an  occupier  present  respectively. 
Since  the  taking  of  the  Census,  60  applications  for  improvement  grants 
at  privately  owned  dwellings — the  majority  of  these  owner-occupied — 
have  been  approved  and  20  of  the  older  Council  houses  have  been  provided 
with  hot  water  systems. 

Each  year  I have  drawn  attention  to  the  little  apparent  interest 
shown  in  the  improvement  of  house  preprty  with  the  aid  of  grants  and, 
unless  some  firm  action  is  taken,  the  above  figures  suggest  that  a further 
10  or  12  years  are  likely  to  pass  before  every  house  in  the  district  will 
be  provided  with  these  modern  amenities. 


Rent  Act  1957 

No  action  arose  during  the  year  under  this  heading. 

Houses  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year  were  : — 


(a)  By  the  Borough  Council 

8 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  

21 

Total 

29 

Applicants  on  housing  list  at  end  of  1963  

76 

Applicants  added  to  list  during  1964  

79 

Total 

155 

Applicants  housed  by  transfers  and  new  tenancies  .... 
Applicants  removed  from  the  list  having  obtained 

45 

private  accommodation  or  left  the  district 

29 

74 

Number  of  applicants  on  list  at  end  of  year 

81 
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DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Dwellings  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  205 

R.evisits  made  under  Public  Health  Acts  179 

Miscellaneous  under  Public  Health  Acts  99 

Clean  Air  Act  2 

Dwellings  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  83 

Revisits  made  under  Housing  Acts  29 

Miscellaneous  under  Housing  Acts 17 

Overcrowding  3 

Housing  Acts  (Discretionary  Grants)  37 

Housing  Acts  (Discretionary  Grants)— Revisits  .7.  7...  .7.  28 

Housing  Acts  (Standard  Grants)  13 

Housing  Acts  (Standard  Grants) — Revisits 29 

Council  Houses  (including  investigation  of  Council  House  applications)  ....  200 

Meat  Inspections  1034 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 1 

Inspection  of  Pood  and  Food  Premises  322 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises — Revisits 34 

Inspection  of  Ice  Cream  Premises  20 

Inspection  of  Pannier  Market  ....  1 

Butchers  Shops  7 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  14 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  84 

Factories  Act  10 

Factories  Act — Revisits  ....  ....  3 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957  4 

Pet  Animals  Act  1 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  2 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments — Revisits  2 

Milk  and  Dairies  Act  3 

Water  Supply 4 

Water  Samples  taken  (Bacteriological)  14 

Water  Samples  Taken  (Miscellaneous)  1 

Infectious  Diseases  .......  . ....  1 

Infectious  Diseases — Revisits  - . . v.  : : • v.7:  1 

Petroleum  ....  7.7'  7.7  7 : v A 15 

Petroleum — Revisits  ....  13 

Insect  Pests  8 

Insect  Pests — Revisits  7 

Refuse  Tip  1 

Drainage  92 

Drainage — Revisits  32 

Public  Conveniences  5 

Rodent  Control  15 

Rodent  Control — Revisits  5 

Marine  Store  1 

Accumulation 1 

Dustbins  3 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  46 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  completed  40 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  3 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  completed  3 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  7 

Number  of  Notices  completed  under  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  4 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  3 

Number  of  Notices  completed  under  Milk  and  Dairy  Regulations  1949  ....  3 


14 


Number  of  Notices  served  under  Clean  Air  Act  1956  1 

Number  of  Notices  completed  under  Clean  Air  Act  1956  1 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  1 


The  Chief  defects  that  have  been  dealt  with  are  : — 

Roofs  repaired 62 

Defective  Floors  repaired  or  renewed  7 

Defective  Doors,  Locks,  etc.  repaired  or  renewed 149 

Defective  Windows  and  Sashcords  repaired  or  renewed 93 

Handrails  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Defective  Skirting  Boards  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Broken  Glass  replaced 8 

New  Draining  Boards  supplied  6 

Interior  Plaster  repaired  8 

Exterior  Plaster  repaired  7 

Defective  Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  14 

New  W.C.s  provided 18 

Defective  W.Cs.  Flushing  Cisterns,  Overflows  and  Seats  repaired  or  renewed  ....  174 

Defective  Eaves  Gutters,  Vent  Pipes  and  Down  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  36 

Choked  Drains  cleared  27 

Drains  repaired 7 

Drains,  gullies  etc.  cleansed 3 

New  Manholes  provided  1 

Defective  Sinks  or  Washbasins  repaired  or  renewed  10 

Defective  Cookers,  Firegrates  or  Stoves  repaired  or  renewed  162 

Defective  Electric  Fridges,  Washboilers,  Points  and  Switches  repaired  or 

renewed  116 

Defective  Gas  Cookers,  Boilers  or  Geysers  repaired  or  renewed  159 

Defective  Water  Supply,  Water  Tanks,  Taps  and  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ....  162 

Defective  Waste  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed  2 

New  Bathrooms  provided  ....  13 

New  Hot  Water  Systems  installed  32 

New  Sinks  or  Wash  Basins  provided  33 

New  Foodstores  provided  11 

Dampness  remedied  40 

Rooms  re-decorated  4 

Accumulation  cleared '...  ....  2 

Miscellaneous  items  including  Yards,  Footpaths,  Fences,  etc 114 

Ventilation  provided  ....  1 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 
Part  I of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

’ 

(0  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  

14 





- 

i 

(«)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  

80 

13 





(jii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

5 

..  , ■ ' 

• 

Total 

99 

13 

— 

— 

I 

I 

i 
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2.  Defects  Found. 
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Part  Vin  of  the  Act.  OUTWORK  (Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  13  A 

1 

Nature  of 
Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
Premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing 

Apparel — 
Making,  Etc. 

76 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

RAINFALL 


The  Borough  Surveyor  kindly  supplied  the  following  particulars  of 
the  rainfall  recorded  at  Gammaton  and  Jennetts  for  the  year  1964. 

Gammaton  Jennetts 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May  . . 

June  . . 

July  . . 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


0.88 

1.96 

2.55 

1.90 

2.89 

1.35 

2.34 

2.78 

1.82 

4.21 

3.77 

4.46 

30.91 

Inches 


0.71 

1.96 

2.22 

1.67 

2.53 

1.35 

2.20 

2.15 

1.49 

3.69 

3.65 

4.14 

27.76 

Inches 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


A satisfactory  supply  of  water  continued  to  be  supplied  by  the 
Council  from  their  two  sources  namely  Jennetts  Reservoir  and  Gammaton 
Reservoir  supplemented  in  the  former  case  by  water  from  Yeo-Duntz 
stream  pumped  from  Edge  Mill  to  the  reservoir,  and  in  the  latter  by  water 
purchased  in  bulk  from  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  and  piped  to  the 
clear  water  tank  at  Gammaton.  Raw  waters  were  treated  by  filtration 
and  all  waters  were  chlorinated  before  passing  into  circulation  : generally 
speaking  the  quality  of  the  water  has  been  satisfactory. 


During  the  year  the  following  new  water 

Alverdiscott  Road  

Stanhope  Estate  

Slade  

Moreton  Park  Estate 
Stucley  Road  


mains  were  laid  : — 

86  yds.  of  4in.  diam. 
....  160  yds.  of  4in.  diam. 

97  yds.  of  3in.  diam. 
350  yds.  of  4in.  diam. 
42  yds.  of  4in.  diam. 


Also,  the  following  mains  were  renewed  : — 

Buttgarden  Street  129  yds.  of  4in.  diam. 

Upcott  Hill  112  yds.  of  3in.  diam. 


The  new  clear  water  tank  and  ancillary  works  (including  the  6in. 
diam.  link  with  the  North  Devon  Water  Board)  at  Gammaton  Reservoir 
were  completed  and  put  into  commission  in  August. 

Preparations  were  already  in  hand  for  handing  over  to  the  North 
Devon  Water  Board  on  1st  April,  1965. 

Eight  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  various  points  on  the 
Jennetts  supply  and  four  samples  from  Gammaton  supply  and  sent  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Exeter  for  bacteriological  examination. 
All  twelve  samples  were  Class  1 of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  classification 
for  piped  supplies. 

A sample  of  water  was  also  taken  from  the  shallow  well  of  a cottage 
outside  the  area  of  supply  by  mains  water.  The  sample  fell  within  the 
normal  range  of  satisfactory  shallow  well  waters. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Information  was  prepared  and  passed  to  the  Devon  River  Boad 
to  enable  a flood  prevention  scheme  to  be  prepared  for  the  Kenwith 
Valley.  Intimation  was  received  from  the  Board  that  a scheme  had 
been  drawn  up  and  was  being  put  before  their  appropriate  committee 
in  December. 

The  whole  year  was  taken  up  in  negotiating  with  the  Ministry, 
Northam  Urban  District  Council,  the  Devon  River  Board  and  the 
Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  regarding  (/)  Sewering  the  Chanters  Lane 
area,  (ii)  Providing  new  sewers  at  East-the-Water  for  the  industrial  and 
ancillary  housing  development  and  (iii)  Designing  a main  drainage 
scheme  for  the  Borough.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  Consultants  had 
submitted  details  of  Phase  I of  the  East-the-Water  Scheme  for  submission 
to  the  Ministry  for  approval. 
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INSECT  PESTS 


Visits  were  made  to  house  premises  where  large  clusters  of  flies 
had  gathered  and  suitable  remedial  measures  were  carried  out.  Apart 
from  these  cases  very  little  trouble  was  experienced  from  infestations 
during  the  year. 

Treatment  of  the  Refuse  Tip  with  “ Tip  Dressing  ” was  continued 
as  a preventative  measure  against  the  breeding  of  flies. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  animal  testing  and  treatment  of  sewers  was  undertaken  at  the 
end  of  the  year  and  it  was  again  found  that  the  sewers  were  for  the  most 
part  comparatively  free  from  infestation. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  record  that  the  Refuse  Tip  at  Coach  Drive 
continued  to  be  almost  free  of  infestation  by  rats,  due  entirely  to  the 
better  control  of  tipping  brought  about  by  improvements  in  plant  and 
working  conditions  introduced  during  the  past  two  or  three  years. 

Inspection  of  premises  in  the  area  continued  and  some  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-three  dwelling  houses,  two  hundred  and  fourteen  other 
properties  (including  business  premises),  and  two  agricultural  premises 
were  visited.  Infestations  were  found  and  treatment  carried  out  on 
eighteen  dwellings,  nineteen  other  properties  and  one  agricultural  premises. 
No  charge  was  made  for  work  done  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  domestic 
premises  but  disinfestations  at  business  and  agricultural  premises  were 
undertaken  at  the  expense  of  the  owners. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

The  number  of  licences  to  keep  Pet  Shops  issued  during  the  year 
was  one. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951 

No  premises  in  the  Borough  are  registered  under  the  abov- 
mentioned  Act. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1957 

The  functions  of  the  Devon  County  Council  with  regard  to  licensing 
of  waste  food  boiling  plants  for  animal  feeding  have  been  delegated 
to  this  Council. 

The  importance  of  adequate  boiling  of  the  food  before  feeding  to 
animals  or  fowls  cannot  be  over-emphasised  as  it  is  considered  that 
failure  to  do  this  is  responsible  for  some  of  the  outbreaks  of  foot  and 
mouth  disease,  swine  fever  and  fowl  pest. 

There  are  two  licensed  plants  in  this  area. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

By  the  1st  August,  1964,  the  appointed  day,  only  160  registrations 
under  the  Act  had  been  effected.  This  figure  rose  to  189  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

No  general  inspections  have  been  carried  out  although  14  advisory 
visits  were  made. 


Detail  available  was  : — 

1 . Registrations  : 

Offices  53 

Retail  shops  116 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  9 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public, 

canteens  8 

Fuel  storage  depots  3 


2.  Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises 

Class  of  Premises  Number  of  Persons 

Employed 

Offices  368 

Retail  Shops  500 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  90 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  public  ....  61 

Canteens  — 

Fuel  storage  depots  23 

Total  1042 


Males  485 

Females 557 


Exemptions 

No  applications  for  exemption  regarding  space,  temperature,  sanitary 
conveniences  or  washing  facilities  have  been  received. 

Accidents 

The  Act  requires  that  the  enforcing  authority  be  notified  forthwith 
of  any  accident  occurring  on  the  premises  which 

{a)  causes  the  death  of  a person  employed  to  work  on  the  premises 
or 

( b ) disables  any  such  person  for  more  than  three  days. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  one  accident  was  notified  but  no  action 
was  found  to  be  necessary. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  throughput  of  animals  for  slaughter  at  the  abattoir  showed  a 
further  increase  in  numbers  reaching  the  highest  figure  recorded  in 
Bideford.  52,812  animals  were  slaughtered  and  dressed  at  the  abattoir, 
and  of  these  61  Bullocks,  64  Calves,  677  Sheep  and  173  Pigs  were  sent 
to  the  abattoir  for  emergency  slaughter. 

The  incidence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  (the  embryo  form  of  tapeworm 
infesting  man)  was  found  to  be  0.85%.  This  is  a continued  reduction 
over  previous  years  and  is  very  satisfactory. 

In  1964  North  Devon  Meat  Limited  extended  their  buildings  to  make 
provision  for  a deep  freeze.  All  carcases  found  to  be  infested  with 
Cysticercus  Bovis  were  kept  there  under  our  own  control. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infestation  detected 
in  animals  slaughtered  in  this  area  since  1952. 


Year 

Throughput 
of  Cattle 

Carcases  affected  with 

C.  Bovis 

% of  throughput 
inspected 

affected  with  C.  Bovis 

1952 

1655 

81 

( part  year ) 

4.89 

1953 

1886 

96 

5.09 

1954 

2270 

89 

3.90 

1955 

2677 

66  (+  1 Generalised) 

2.47 

1956 

3118 

94  (+  1 Generalised) 

3.01 

1957 

3466 

117  (+  1 Generalised) 

3.37 

1958 

3201 

105  (+  1 Generalised) 

3.28 

1959 

3219 

110 

3.42 

1960 

3970 

180 

4.53 

1961 

4835 

151 

3.12 

1962 

4781 

123  (+  1 Generalised) 

2.59 

1963 

4896 

72 

1.47 

1964 

5525 

47 

0.85 

STUNNING.  In  compliance  with  statutory  requirements,  all 
animals  that  are  killed  in  the  slaughterhouse  are  rendered  insensible  to 
pain  by  means  of  a mechanically  operated  instrument,  and  17  licences 
to  slaughter  animals  other  than  horses  were  issued  to  slaughtermen. 
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The  following  Tables  give  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out : — 


Table  A. 

Table  B. 

Table  C. 


Gives  details  of  the  animals  killed  and  the  number  of  car- 
cases or  organs  condemned,  also  showing  percentages  of  the 
carcases  affected,  differentiating  betweeen 

1 —  All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci. 

2 —  Tuberculosis  only. 

3 —  Cysticercosis. 

Gives  the  weight  of  Meat  and  Offal  condemned  and  the 
causes  of  condemnation. 

Shows  the  amount  of  “ Other  Foodstuffs  ” condemned  and 
reasons  for  condemnation. 


TABLE  A 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

5019 

523 

210 

33307 

13753 

— 

Dressed  Carcases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  inspected 

5002 

523 

210 

33217 

13693 

— 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned  

2 

19 

32 

237 

38 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

2629 

379 

12 

3252 

770 



Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysti- 
cerci   

52.59 

76.09 

20.95 

10.50 

5.90 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   













Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

5 







318 



Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.99 

2.32 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  or- 
gan was  con- 
demned 

44 

3 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by  re- 
frigeration 

44 

3 









Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  num- 
bers inspected 
affected  with 
Cystic-Bo  vis  .... 

0.87 

0.57 
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TABLE 

SUMMARY  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNATION  WITH 


Food  Stuffs 
Condemned 

Cause  of  Condemnation 

Whole 

Carcases 

Beef 

Tuberculosis 



Beef 

Other  causes 

21 

Beef  Parts 

Other  causes 

— 

Beef  Offal 

Other  causes 

— 

Veal 

Other  causes 

32 

Veal  Parts 

Other  causes 

— 

Veal  Offal 

Other  causes 

— 

Pork  Parts 

Tuberculosis 

— 

Pork  Offal 

Tuberculosis 

— 

Pork 

Other  causes 

38 

Pork  Parts 

Other  causes 

— 

Pork  Offal 

Other  causes 

— 

Mutton 

Other  causes 

237 

Mutton  Parts 

Other  causes 

— 

Mutton  Offal 

Other  causes 

j 

..... 

B 

CAUSE  OF  CONDEMNATION  AND  WEIGHT 


Part 

Carcases 

Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

5 

1 

0 

I 2 

— 

3 

18 

1 

24 

18 

— 

15 

0 

18 

1 

3037 

12 

8 

1 

24 

17 

3 

0 

12 

— 

— 

15 

3 

20 

4 

— 

— 

18 

8 

— 

2 

2 

_ 

16 

2 

12 

313 

1 

9 

3 

20 

5 

— 

— 

1 

18 

— 

2 

5 

3 

12 

39 

— 

6 

0 

24 

731 

1 

10 

2 

11 

5 

13 

0 

1 

— 

5 

1 

0 

6 

55 

: — 

4 

0 

17 

3197 

I 

3 

0 

3 

3 

8 

i 

5 

| 

3 

! 

i 

26 

_• 

• • :i 

. 

J 

Total  1 

31 

18 

2 
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TABLE  C 
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(a)  The  number  of  food  premises  in  this  area,  by  type  of  business  is  : — 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Butchers  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  including  Fish  Saloons  and 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  28 

Confectioners  . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Fishmongers  . . . . . . 3 

Greengrocers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers  . . . . . . . . 52 

Market  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

(b)  10  Premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  or  storage  of 
preserved  foods  ; 

51  premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  one 
being  a wholesale  store  supplying  other  retailers. 

In  addition  there  is  one  registered  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  using  the 
cold  mix  method  of  manufacture. 

( c ) Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  as  follows  : — 

(/)  tinned  foods  and  small  quantities  of  provisions  are  taken  by  the 
Council’s  cleansing  department  and  buried  at  the  bottom  of  the  refuse  tip  ; 

(h)  condemned  meat  from  butchers  shops  is  taken  to  the  slaughter- 
house where  it  is  collected  together  with  condemnations  from  the 
Slaughterhouse  by  a firm  who  has  given  an  undertaking  to  the  Council 
that  the  material  taken  will  be  reduced  to  fats  or  converted  to  fertilizers. 

(i d ) Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

84  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  food  premises,  van  and  stalls. 
Improvements  were  secured  where  necessary. 

( e ) Samples 

Samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  and  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination  with  the  following  results  : — ( see  table 

overleaf) 

In  all  cases  where  the  samples  were  other  than  Grade  I the  condi- 
tions of  handling  were  investigated  and  in  two  cases  the  sampling  of 
rinsing  water  was  undertaken.  Any  necessary  advice  was  given  to  the 
retailers. 
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Samples 


Producer 

Grade  I 

Grade  II 

Grade  III 

Grade  IV 

Total 

i ! 

A 

3 

- 

_ 

- 

I 3 

B 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

3 1 

C 

1 

“ 

- 

- 

1 

D 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

E 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 ■' 

G 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

H 

1 

- 

1 

2 

4 

I 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

J 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

K 

1 

i 

- 

- 

1 

L 1 

1 

j 

- 

2 

MILK  SUPPLY 

All  milk  retailed  in  the  Borough  is  now  either  Tuberculin-Tested, 
Pasteurised  or  Sterilized. 

Fifteen  purveyors  of  milk  are  registered  as  distributors,  one  of  these 
being  a large  concern  which  is  licensed  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 
as  a pasteurising  establishment.  This  establishment,  in  addition  to  selling 
by  retail,  supplies  by  wholesale  all  but  two  of  the  remaining  distributors. 

There  are  four  premises  registered  as  a dairy. 

PETROLEUM  LICENCES 

Two  new  private  installations  were  completed  during  the  year, 
bringing  the  total  of  premises  licensed  under  the  Petroleum  (Consolida- 
tion) Act  1928  to  37.  One  of  the  existing  petroleum  filling  stations  increased 
its  storage  capacity  and  the  total  quantity  of  petroleum  spirit  stored 
within  the  Borough  amounted  to  approximately  65,000  gallons. 

The  amount  of  fees  paid  to  the  Council  in  respect  of  the  above 
licences  was  £29  2s.  6d. 
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